
Place of the Skull (v. 17)— Gol-
gotha, (Aramaic: “Skull”, )also 
called Calvary, (from Latin calva: 
“bald head,” or “skull”), skull-
shaped hill in Jerusalem, the site 
of Jesus’ crucifixion.

Finished (v. 30)— Greek “Te-
leo” refers to something being 
finished, accomplished, complet-
ed, or coming to an end. Jesus 
accomplished His mission and 
fulfilled His Father’s will.
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THE POINT:
FORGIV ENE SS IS 
POSSIBLE BECAUSE 
JE SUS DIED FOR OUR 
SINS.

J O H N  19 : 8 -11,16 B -18 , 2 8 - 3 0

8 When Pilate heard this statement, he was more afraid than 
ever. 9 He went back into the headquarters and asked Jesus, 
“Where are you from? ” But Jesus did not give him an answer. 
10 So Pilate said to him, “Do you refuse to speak to me? Don’t you 
know that I have the authority to release you and the authority 
to crucify you? ” 11 “You would have no authority over me at all,” 
Jesus answered him,“if it hadn’t been given you from above. This 
is why the one who handed me over to you has the greater sin.” 
...................................
16 ... Then they took Jesus away. 17 Carrying the cross by himself, 
he went out to what is called Place of the Skull, which in 
Aramaic is called ‘Golgotha’. 18 There they crucified him and two 
others with him, one on either side, with Jesus in the middle.
...................................
28 After this, when Jesus knew that everything was now finished 
that the Scripture might be fulfilled, he said,“I’m thirsty.” 29 A jar 
full of sour wine was sitting there; so they fixed a sponge full 
of sour wine on a hyssop branch and held it up to his mouth. 
30 When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said,“It is 
finished.” Then bowing his head, he gave up his spirit. 

THE DEATH OF 
JESUS
Leader pages on pp. 116-119
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HOW DID THE DEATH OF CHRIST 
MAKE FORGIVENESS POSSIBLE?

Creating hair bows, changing the light in the 
oven, crocheting scarves for the homeless, 
updating a bathroom faucet, capturing a 
varmint on the loose in my house, and cooking 
a restaurant-quality steak—these are skills I 
learned to do by watching a DIY TV shows or 
online videos. We have become a nation of 
do-it-yourselfers, and more and more people are 
being motivated to tackle major updates and 
repairs without calling a trained professional. 
Whether you’re trying to install a water heater 
or change the dome lights of your car, it’s very 
likely someone has created an online video 
showing you exactly what to do.

It feels good to be able to fix something on your 
own. Even if it took you four times longer than 
the professional. But we can’t fix everything. 
No matter how hard we try or how many videos 
we watch, humanity cannot fix the sin problem 
that separates us from God. Only one Person 
was able to accomplish this. The crucifixion is a 
reminder that forgiveness of our sins is possible 
because of the sacrifice of Jesus.

God Controlled Jesus’ Arrest // 

John 19:8-11

John 19:8 picks up about halfway through the 
account of Jesus’ death. He already had been 
betrayed by one of His disciples, arrested and 
dragged out in front of an angry mob, and 
endured a severe flogging. Now He was in a 
private meeting with Pilate, the Roman official 
governing over Judea. On the surface, it might 
look like everything was spiraling out of control 
for Jesus, His mission, and His Messiahship.

As far as Pilate could tell, the tension between 
Jesus and the Jewish leaders was just that—
tension. Jesus had said things the Jewish 
leaders didn’t like. Prior to having Jesus flogged, 
Pilate had told the Jewish leaders: “I find no 
grounds for charging him” (John 18:38). In 
Pilate’s eyes, Jesus was innocent. 

But the angry mob outside was problematic. 
If Pilate didn’t give them what they wanted, he 
ran the risk of seeing his district descend into 
a riot—which would reflect badly on him as the 
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T H E  P O I N T :  Forgiveness is possible because jesus died For our sins.

governor. Pilate had the full authority to release Jesus or crucify 
Him. In fact, he was the only one able to sanction the death 
penalty, a fact of which he reminded Jesus, saying, “Don’t you 
know that I have the authority to release you and the authority 
to crucify you?” (v. 10). 

WHAT EVIDENCE DO YOU SEE IN THESE 

VERSES THAT GOD WAS IN CONTROL OF THE 

CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING JESUS’ TRIAL?

Jesus’ response was significant: “You would have no authority 
over me at all … if it hadn’t been given you from above” (v. 11). 
Think of what all Jesus could have said. He could have fought 
for His innocence. He could have changed everyone’s minds 
with the snap of His fingers. Instead, He humbled Himself and 
turned Himself over to the whims of the angry mob outside. 
Keep in mind, though, that Jesus wasn’t submitting to Pilate or 
the crowd; He was submitting to the will of His Father. 

Jesus understood that even though the situation seemed to 
be spiraling into chaos, everything was actually functioning 
perfectly within the Father’s plan. In Galatians 4:4-5, Paul 
wrote, “When the time came to completion, God sent his Son, 
born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those under 
the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.” 

God is perfect and just, and His plan for salvation was 
perfectly complete when Jesus died. Even when the 
circumstance seemed out of control, Jesus was able to 
complete His task, knowing full well He was held perfectly in 
the center of God’s will.   

Jesus Suffered for Us // John 19:16b-18

After the trial, Jesus was led away for execution. He was 
not alone, though. Two criminals also were executed, one 
on each side of Him. These three men were taken to “the 
Place of the Skull” (v. 17) outside the walls of Jerusalem. The 
place received its name probably because the shape of the 
place resembled a skull (which is “Golgotha” in Aramaic and 
“Calvariae” in Latin, the word from which we get Calvary). 

The incredible event that took place on the Skull was captured 
in three words—“They crucified Him” (v. 18). The apostle John 

DIGGING DEEPER
ROMAN CRUCIFIXION

At a Roman crucifixion, the typical 
cross resembled a T, with no top 
part against which a head could 
rest. Sometimes a criminal might 
be fastened to the cross by ropes, 
but nails also could be used. This 
was certainly the case with Jesus. 
The cross was then raised so that 
the criminal was upright. In this 
position, the criminal experienced 
much agony: severe inflammation, 
swelling of the wounds caused by 
the nails, torn tendons, throbbing 
headaches, burning thirst, the 
inability to breathe without rising 
up and causing increased pain, 
and an incredible discomfort 
from the strained position. As 
terrible as the pain was, it was not 
enough to kill a person, and the 
criminal often was left to die from 
hunger and thirst. Some criminals 
were known to hang on a cross 
for a week, driven crazy by their 
unbearable conditions.9

What emotions do you 
experience when you think 
about Jesus’ crucifixion?
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did not go into the details of how extreme and 
horrific crucifixion was, probably because 
the first readers of this account would have 
understood, since it was a common form of 
execution. (See “Digging Deeper” [p. 33] for 
more about death by crucifixion.)

HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE JESUS’ 

SUFFERING TO SOMEONE WHO HAS NEVER 

HEARD ABOUT THE CRUCIFIXION?

As Jesus carried the cross by Himself up to 
Golgotha, He was walking a path that should 
have been walked by us. His hands and feet 
were nailed to a cross when it should have been 
our hands and feet. And He died a gruesome 
death when we deserved to pay a price we 
could never afford. 

Jesus Died for Our Sins //  

John 19:28-30

When God made Adam and Eve, they lived 
in community with Him. But it didn’t take long 
for them to break that community by placing 
their desires above God’s command. When 
they did this, they brought sin into a world 
where it previously had no hold. Throughout 
the Old Testament, God wanted to help His 

people understand just how serious sin is—how 
damaging it is to our relationship with Him. For 
example, Leviticus 4 outlines the lengths they 
needed to go to in order to be cleansed of sin: 
in every case, it involved sacrificing something 
innocent to atone for sin and guilt.  

But each of these sacrifices only covered sins 
in the past. No sacrifice was pure enough to 
atone for tomorrow’s sins or for everyone’s sins 
all at once. However, all that changed when 
Jesus died on the cross.

WHY IS THE CRUCIFIXION OF JESUS AN 

ESSENTIAL ELEMENT OF THE GOSPEL?

Jesus was a rabbi who taught Scripture, and 
He is also the Messiah who fulfilled Scripture. 
And because He was the Son of God, He 
completed God’s plan for salvation once and 
for all. When Jesus said, “I’m thirsty” (v. 28), He 
was doing two things: 

• He was expressing His thirst! It’d been a 
long day. He had lost a lot of blood from the 
flogging and the crucifixion. His body would 
have needed fluids, and Jesus would have 
experienced extreme thirst.

• He was calling attention to the fulfillment 
of Scripture. Psalms 22 and 69 are about 
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T H E  P O I N T :  Forgiveness is possible because jesus died For our sins.

•  Receive Salvation. If you have not received Christ as Savior and you would like to do so, pray 
Romans 10:9. 

•  Give thanks. Reflect on all Jesus has saved you from. Spend time in prayer, thanking Him for dying 
on the cross and forgiving your sins.

•  Share the message. The forgiveness and salvation Jesus provided through His death is available to 
all. Share this truth with a friend who does not know Christ.

LIVE IT
How can the forgiveness we received through Christ’s death make a difference in our lives?

It feels good to be able to fix something. Even if it takes four times longer than the professional. But 
we can’t fix everything. No matter how hard we try, humanity cannot fix the sin problem. Only one 
Person was able to accomplish this. The crucifixion is a reminder that forgiveness of our sins is 
possible because of the sacrifice of Jesus. In light of this historic moment, consider the following:

a suffering servant—accused, insulted, 
humiliated, and in need of rescue. Jesus 
fulfills what the psalmist writes about in 
these psalms. 

Jesus was completing the picture He’d been 
painting with His whole life. He was proving 
He was the ultimate and final substitutionary 
sacrifice who would bring salvation. As 
God’s Son, Jesus didn’t bring salvation and 
deliverance from an earthly ruler; He brought 
salvation and deliverance from the oppressive 
force of sin that has plagued us since sin first 
entered the picture with Adam and Eve. 

WHAT DOES THE PRICE JESUS PAID 

FOR OUR FORGIVENESS COMMUNICATE 

ABOUT THE WEIGHT OF OUR SIN?

John wanted his readers to know without a 
doubt that every part of Jesus’ death was 
according to God’s plan of redemption. God 
is sovereign and in complete control. Before 
bowing His head and giving up His spirit, Jesus 
declared, “It is finished” (v. 30). The plan of 
salvation was finally fulfilled, and it is available to 
everyone who would place their faith in Him. 

DID YOU KNOW?

The sacrifice of Jesus was the subject of 
numerous spirituals. In many ways, the 
slaves could identify with the suffering of 
Jesus, as they too were mistreated, beaten, 
and even killed unjustly. “He Never Said 
a Mumbalin’ Word,” whose slave author 
is unknown, depicts the suffering of our 
crucified Savior. The spiritual narrates the 
crucifixion. The lyrics are quite simple, yet 
powerful. After each statement, “and he 
never said a mumbalin’ word” is sung. But 
the biblical text makes it clear that Jesus 
was not completely silent on the cross. In 
fact, many black pastors preach through the 
seven last sayings of Jesus as part of their 
Easter celebration. The slaves’ use of this 
repetitive phrase emphasized that Jesus 
never complained, and many believed they 
were following His example when they did 
not lash out at their masters. This spiritual 
was a reminder that Jesus suffered with 
them and died on the cross for them.10

How would you describe the hope Christ’s 
suffering and death gave the slaves?
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1. “JESUS PAID IT ALL” //  
1 CORINTHIANS 6 :19-20

When you run a red light in some cities, a traffic 
camera snaps a picture of your license plate. A 
few weeks later, you will receive a ticket in the mail. 
You’ve broken a traffic law, and the way to right the 
wrong is by paying the fine. Someone has to cover 
that cost, or you could lose your license. It’s the 
same with sin. Sin carries a high fine—death—and 
Paul reminds us that we were “bought at a price” 
(v. 20). The chorus of this hymn says it best: “Jesus 
paid it all; all to Him I owe. Sin had left a crimson 
stain; He washed it white as snow.” 
Let us praise the One who paid our debt and 
live our lives to please Him.

2. “NOTHING BUT THE 
BLOOD” // HEBREWS 9:22

Forgiveness is possible because Jesus died for us. 
Our forgiveness only could be secured by the blood 
of Jesus, the “Lamb of God, who takes away the sin 
of the world” (John 1:29). The writer of Hebrews 
reminds us, “According to the law, almost everything 
is purified with blood, and without the shedding of 
blood there is no forgiveness” (9:22). The hymn 
“Nothing But the Blood” declares a beautiful chorus 
of gratitude: “O precious is the flow that makes me 
white as snow; no other fount I know; nothing but 
the blood of Jesus.” 
Celebrate the wonderful forgiveness and 
cleansing we experience because of the shed 
blood of Jesus. 

3. “POWER IN THE BLOOD,” 
PART 1 // EPHESIANS 2:13

We love singing about the shed blood of Christ 
because of what it accomplished and continues to 
accomplish for us. We have already studied that 
Jesus’ blood provides forgiveness of sin. Jesus’ 
blood also removed the sin barrier so humanity 
can experience relationship and fellowship with 
God. Before Jesus’s sacrifice, we “were alienated 
and hostile” in our minds, and it was expressed 

through our evil, sinful actions (Col. 1:21). However, 
Paul reminds us we “have been brought near by 
the blood of Christ” (Eph. 2:13), and God views 
us as “holy, faultless, and blameless” because of 
His death. 
Reflect on these words, “There is power, 
power, wonder-working power in the precious 
blood of the lamb.” 

4. “POWER IN THE BLOOD,” 
PART 2 // HEBREWS 9:14

In addition to providing forgiveness of sin and 
access to God, the powerful blood of Jesus 
provides a wonderful cleansing. The writer of the 
Book of Hebrews notes, “How much more will 
the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit 
offered himself without blemish to God, cleanse our 
consciences from dead works so that we can serve 
the living God?” (9:14). Because of Christ’s shed 
blood, God cleanses and purifies us, viewing us as 
righteous because of Christ’s righteousness. He 
frees us from sins and cleans us up for a specific 
purpose—so we can serve the living God. 
In response, let us recommit ourselves to 
serving Him faithfully. 

5. “POWER IN THE BLOOD,” 
PART 3 // REVELATION 12:11

Another reason to celebrate the power in Jesus’ 
blood is that it silences the accusations of the 
enemy. We don’t have to cower in shame when the 
devil reminds us of our past.  Charles Spurgeon 
wrote: “I know what the devil will say to you. He will 
say to you, ‘You are a sinner!’ Tell him you know 
you are, but that for all that you are justified. He will 
tell you of the greatness of your sin. Tell him of the 
greatness of Christ’s righteousness. He will tell you 
of all your mishaps and your back-slidings, of your 
offenses and your wanderings. Tell him, and tell your 
own conscience, that you know all that, but that 
Jesus Christ came to save sinners.”11 
Although your sin be great, Christ is quite able 
to put it all away.”

DAILY READINGS
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